Altar Ministry Training

Introduction

What makes the altar holy?

· The altar is where people in the OT met with God.

· Leviticus 9:23-24

· Even in our church today, we recognize the altar as the primary place where people meet God.

· As an altar ministry worker, YOU WILL BE HELPING PEOPLE EXPERIENCE GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER.

Praying with and counseling those who come forward to accept Christ

There are SIX STEPS that you need to go through when praying and counseling with someone who has come to accept Christ:

1. Get one on one with the seeker.  Men with men, women with women.

· Find a place where you can hear them and they can hear you.

· Take your time.

2. Thoroughly explain to the person what they are doing.

· THREE THINGS THEY NEED TO KNOW (from Acts 2:37-38)

· They need to REPENT (Stress this).

· They need to accept Jesus’ forgiveness.

· They need to experience the regeneration of the Spirit.

3. Pray with them the sinner’s prayer.

· Have them repeat after you.

· Use the model you explained in Step 2.

· Example:  “Lord Jesus, I admit that I am a sinner.  I know that sin separates me from you.  I ask you to forgive me of my sins and help me to turn away from them.  Send your Holy Spirit to make my life new.  Live in my heart and save me.  Thank you for your mercy.  Amen.”

4. Explain to them what they need to do from here on out.

· FOUR ESSENTIALS:

· They need a devotional life.

· Prayer (Talking to God) (Philippians 4:6)

· Regular Bible reading (Hearing from God) (2 Timothy 3:16)

· They need to attend church as much as possible.

· Fellowship and friendships (Hebrews 10:24-25)

· Worship (Psalm 29:1-2)

· They need to be baptized in water.

· This is to symbolize the work that Jesus has done in their life for all to see.  It is Jesus’ command to make our devotion to Him public. (Matthew 28:19)

· They need to seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

· They need to be filled to overflowing with God’s presence. (Matthew 12:34-35)

· They need power to serve Jesus in the ministry. (Acts 1:4,8)

5. Explain that we are going to follow up on them.

· They will receive phone calls.

· The pastors will bug them.

· They to take ADVANTAGE of this.

6. Give them new convert materials (Serious About God by Steve Hill)

7. Make sure they fill out a salvation card.

8. Schedule them to be Baptist that night.

Praying by lying on hands

· As the Altar Ministry Team, our primary responsibility is to help people receive all God wants for them.

· There is something about having hands laid on you in prayer that lets you know:

· This person is here for me in my time of need.

· This person is touching God and me, acting as a CONDUIT for God’s power.

· This person cares that I experience the power of God.

· AND IT IS BIBLICAL!

Examples:


-  In seeking the Baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17)



-  In seeking healing (James 5:14-15)



-  In seeking impartation of spiritual gifts (2 Timothy 1:6)

· Paul compared it to fire.

· Notice that the fire STARTED through Paul’s prayer by laying on hands.  It was up to Timothy to keep the fire burning.

God wants to make us conduits of His Spirit!

But how can we?

Some Practical Principles

1. Be genuinely concerned for the people you pray for.

· If you want God’ Power to flow through you, you first have to have God’s compassion.

2. Don’t try to fake anything or make a spectacle out the prayer.

· Sometimes people fall; sometimes they shake; sometimes they laugh; sometimes they cry; SOMETIMES THEY DO NOTHING

· It’s not your job to force them to act a certain way, THEY WILL SENSE IT IF YOU DO.  It cheapens the real power of God and is a mockery and offense to God.

3. Don’t touch people of the opposite sex in inappropriate places while praying. (the forehead should work just fine)

· It is distracting and just looks bad.

4. Keep private things that are told to you private.

· Sometimes the prayer request is entrusted to you in confidence.  Don’t yell it out in front of the congregation.

5. Develop your life of prayer in your private time.

· If you aren’t filled up with Jesus BEFORE you minister, don’t expect His power to come out of you WHILE you minister.

6. Always be quick to give God all of the praise for what He does through you.

7. Stand in front of the person, never behind them.

8. Make sure they can hear what you are saying.

9. Speak with boldness and authority.

Some practical steps in helping people to receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit

1. Lead the person to see that anyone who is saved is ready to RECEIVE the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 2:38)

2. It is scriptural to tell the person to expect to receive the Holy Spirit when hands are laid on him or her.  (Acts 8:18-20)

3. Tell the person what to EXPECT.

· He or she is to SPEAK.

· The Holy Spirit moves on the person, but the candidate must put the sound into action.

· The Holy Spirit gives the utterance, but the man does the speaking. (Acts 2:4)

· You can only receive in the flesh!

4. Tell them they will not receive a COUNTERFEIT. (Luke 11:11-13)

5. Encourage the candidate to ACT.

· Tell them to relax.

· Tell them not to speak a word in English.

· Tell them to speak when you see the Holy Spirit moving on a person.

· Utterance comes in two ways…

(1) Many people hear the supernatural words forming inside their inner being, and the words bubble up until they are spoken through the mouth.

(2) Another way is by the fluttering of the lips.  The candidate will feel a tightening in the jaw, and his or her tongue may feel thick.  This is how the Holy Spirit prompts us to speak.

10. Never crowd around a person who has come to receive the INFILLING of the Holy Spirit, and never permit a crowd to gather around him.

Tips on giving prophetic words

1. God might just be giving you revelation to pray for that person.

2. Only prophecy according to your level of faith.

3. Only prophecy according to you level of revelation.

4. Never create or manufacture a revelation.

5. Usually God will only give you one word, so ask the person that you are praying for if it means any thing to them.

6. Ask the other person if what you are saying means anything to them.

7. Be humble you can miss God.

Tips on praying for the sick

1. Get them to be quiet!

2. Lay hands on the person.

-  A forehead is the best area to touch.

· Place your hands, as close to the sick area as possible, whenever it is appropriate.

-  If it is not an appropriate area to touch, then don’t.

-  Don’t rub on people while you are touching them.

3. Pray and command the area to be healed.

4. Ask the person if they are healed.

5. Be persistent.

Remember to where an altar workers badge!

Catchers

1. Do not touch the person you are going to catch.

2. You can pray for them, but not by the laying on of hands.

3. Extend your hands toward the person who is receiving prayer in a position ready to catch them if they fall.

4. Once a person is caught lay them down easily.

5. If a person is holding own to them, then tell them to let them go.

6. Always follow the pastor and other prayer workers.

Alter worker assistants

1. Be willing to serve in any way.

2. If person falls, then be quick about covering them with a blanket.

3. If a person is crying, then hand them a paper napkin.

4. If a person is knelling at the altar, then cover up their backside.

5. If the altar worker needs some oil to anoint a person with, then go and get it.

6.  If the altar worker is sweating, then get them a towel or a napkin that they can whip their sweat with.
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